
April 18 & 19, 2026 

 
Three Ways Culture is Shaping My Perspective:  
 
1. Choice Architecture: 

The culture intentionally frames unbiblical choices that pressure me 
to think in extremes, that are the wrong choices instead of the truth. 

 
2. Repetition Reinforcement:  

Repetition reshapes my beliefs by making familiar messages feel 
like truth – even when they contradict God’s Word. 

 
3. Socialization/Rationalization:  

Social pressure pushes me to conform, causing me to follow the 
crowd instead of standing on biblical conviction. 

 
Christians don’t need to stand on the right side of humanity  
– we need to stand on the right side of eternity.  

 
Two Facts about Removing Idols: 

• We don’t remove them by ____________ harder. 

• We remove them by ____________ God more. 

 
Matthew 22:37-38 (NLT) 
Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 
your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment.” 

 
What I _________________ most will shape my life. 



 

 
T______________ God above everything else. 

 
Matthew 6:21 (NLT) 
Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 
 

You don’t defeat idols by removing them.  

You defeat idols by _____________________ them.  
 
Psalm 16:11 (GNT) 
You will show me the path that leads to life; your presence fills me with 
joy and brings me pleasure forever. 
 
Philippians 3:8 (GNT) 
Not only those things; I reckon everything as complete loss for the sake 
of what is so much more valuable, the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have thrown everything away; I consider it all as 
mere garbage, so that I may gain Christ… 
 

Once God becomes your treasure, you begin to remove  

whatever _________________ with Him. 

 
U___________ anything that feeds my idols.  

 
“Idols grow when they are _______.” 
 
1 Corinthians 10:14 (GNT) 
So then, my dear friends, keep away from the worship of idols. 
 
2 Timothy 2:22 (NLT) 
Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue 
righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace. Enjoy the companionship 
of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts. 
 

You can’t keep _________________ something and expect it to die. 



 
R______________ my priorities around God’s purposes.   

 
“Life only works right when God is __________.” 
 
Matthew 6:33 (NLT) 
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he 
will give you everything you need. 
 
Psalm 119:35-37 (GNT) 
Keep me obedient to your commandments, because in them I find 
happiness. Give me the desire to obey your laws rather than to get rich. 
Keep me from paying attention to what is worthless; be good to me, as 
you have promised. 
 

Is God first in my ___________________? 
 
Colossians 1:18 (GNT) 
He is the head of his body, the church; he is the source of the body's 
life. He is the first-born Son, who was raised from death, in order that he 
alone might have the first place in all things.  

 
N_________ what’s competing for my heart  
and passions.  

 

You can’t ___________ what you won’t name. 
 
1 John 5:21 (NLT) 
Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in 
your hearts. 
 
Psalm 139:23-24 (NLT) 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along 
the path of everlasting life. 
 
Two Realities: 

• What stays hidden… stays __________________. 

• What is named… can be ______________. 
 
Luke 12:15, 21 (NLT)  
Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not 
measured by how much you own.” ... 
 

”Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich 
relationship with God.” 



 

 
What do I treasure most? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What do I need to unplug from? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What needs to be realigned? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What do I need to name today? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 
 

When God is _____________ in my life, everything else finds  
its place.  
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1. Choice Architecture: 

The culture intentionally frames unbiblical choices that pressure me 
to think in extremes, that are the wrong choices instead of the truth. 

 
2. Repetition Reinforcement:  

Repetition reshapes my beliefs by making familiar messages feel 
like truth – even when they contradict God’s Word. 

 
3. Socialization/Rationalization:  

Social pressure pushes me to conform, causing me to follow the 
crowd instead of standing on biblical conviction. 

 
Christians don’t need to stand on the right side of humanity  
– we need to stand on the right side of eternity.  

 
Two Facts about Removing Idols: 

• We don’t remove them by trying harder. 

• We remove them by loving God more. 

 
Matthew 22:37-38 (NLT) 
Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 
your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment.” 

 
What I treasure most will shape my life. 



 

 
Treasure God above everything else. 

 
Matthew 6:21 (NLT) 
Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 
 

You don’t defeat idols by removing them.  

You defeat idols by replacing them.  
 
Psalm 16:11 (GNT) 
You will show me the path that leads to life; your presence fills me with 
joy and brings me pleasure forever. 
 
Philippians 3:8 (GNT) 
Not only those things; I reckon everything as complete loss for the sake 
of what is so much more valuable, the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have thrown everything away; I consider it all as 
mere garbage, so that I may gain Christ… 
 

Once God becomes your treasure, you begin to remove  

whatever competes with Him. 

 
Unplug anything that feeds my idols.  

 
“Idols grow when they are fed.” 
 
1 Corinthians 10:14 (GNT) 
So then, my dear friends, keep away from the worship of idols. 
 
2 Timothy 2:22 (NLT) 
Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue 
righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace. Enjoy the companionship 
of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts. 
 

You can’t keep feeding something and expect it to die. 



 

Realign my priorities around God’s purposes.   

 
“Life only works right when God is first.” 
 
Matthew 6:33 (NLT) 
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he 
will give you everything you need. 
 
Psalm 119:35-37 (GNT) 
Keep me obedient to your commandments, because in them I find 
happiness. Give me the desire to obey your laws rather than to get rich. 
Keep me from paying attention to what is worthless; be good to me, as 
you have promised. 
 

Is God first in my schedule? 
 
Colossians 1:18 (GNT) 
He is the head of his body, the church; he is the source of the body's 
life. He is the first-born Son, who was raised from death, in order that he 
alone might have the first place in all things.  

 
Name what’s competing for my heart and passions.  

 

You can’t break what you won’t name. 
 
1 John 5:21 (NLT) 
Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in 
your hearts. 
 
Psalm 139:23-24 (NLT) 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along 
the path of everlasting life. 
 
Two Realities: 

• What stays hidden… stays powerful. 

• What is named… can be broken. 
 
Luke 12:15, 21 (NLT)  
Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not 
measured by how much you own.” ... 
 

”Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich 
relationship with God.” 



 

 
What do I treasure most? 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What do I need to unplug from? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What needs to be realigned? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

What do I need to name today? 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 
 

When God is first in my life, everything else finds its place.  


